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We, the people of Kosovo,

Determined to build a future of Kosovo as a free, democratic and peace-loving

country that will be a homeland to all of its citizens;

Committed to the creation of a state of free citizens that will guarantee the

rights of every citizen, civil freedoms and equality of al before the law;

Committed to the state of Kosovo as a state i eing and social

and entire Europe by creating rel i liness and cooperation
with all neighboring countries;
Dsovo will

Convinced that th a dignified member of the family of

peace-loving states i

state of Kosovo fully participating in the

integration;

In a solemn manner, we approve the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo.
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Chapter | Basic Provisions

Article 1 [Definition of State]

1. The Republic of Kosovo is an independent, sovereign, democratic, unique and indivisible
state.

2. The Republic of Kosovo is a state of its citizens. The Republic of Kosovo exercises its
authority based on the respect for human rights and freedoms ofits citizens and all other
individuals within its borders.

3. The Republic of Kosovo shall have no territorial claim
and shall not seek nor accept union with any state or

ny state or part of state

Article 2 [Sovereignty]

1. The sovereignty of the Republic of Kosovo stem
and is exercised in compliance with the Constitu
referendum and other forms in compliance with the prov

ople, belongs to the people
hrough elected representatives,
ons of this Constitution.

3. The Republic of er to maintain peace and to protect national interests, may
participate in a : ‘

Article 3

internationally re ed fundamental human rights and freedoms, as well as protection
of the rights of and participation by all Communities and their members.
Article 4 [Form of Government and Separation of Power]

1. Kosovo is a democratic Republic based on the principle of separation of powers and the
checks and balances among them as provided in this Constitution.

2. The Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo exercises the legislative power.

3. The President of the Republic of Kosovo represents the unity of the people. The President
of the Republic of Kosovo is the legitimate representative in country and abroad and is

-1-
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the guarantor of the democratic functioning of the institutions of the Republic of Kosovo,
as provided in this Constitution.

4. The Government of the Republic of Kosovo is responsible for implementation of laws
and state policies and is subject to parliamentarian control.

5. The judicial power is unique and is exercised by independent courts.

6. The Constitutional Court is independent in protecting the constitutionality and is the final
authority for the interpretation of the Constitution.

7. The Republic of Kosovo has institutions for the protection of stitutional order and
territorial integrity, public order and safety, which ope under the constitutional
authority of the democratic institutions of the Republic o

Article 5 [Languages]

1. The official languages in the Republic of K

2. Turkish, Bosnian and Roma languages have th us of official languages at the
municipal level or will be in officia

Article 6 [Symbols]

1. The flag, the seal 3
reflect its multi-

2. e flag and other state symbols shall be
of the national symbols shall be regulated by

Article 7

1 the Republic of Kosovo is based on the principles of freedom,

discrimination on grounds of ethnicity, gender or religion, the right to own property, the
protection of environment, social justice, pluralism, separation of state powers, and an
open market economy.

2. The Republic of Kosovo ensures gender equality as a fundamental value for the
democratic development of the society, providing equal opportunities for both female and
male participation in the political, economic, social, cultural and other areas of societal
life.

Article 8 [Secular State]
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The Republic of Kosovo is a secular state and is neutral in matters of religious beliefs.
Article 9 [Cultural and Religious Heritage]
The Republic of Kosovo ensures the preservation and protection of its cultural and religious

heritage.

Article 10  [Economy]

An open market economy with free competition is the basis of onomic order of the
Republic of Kosovo.

Article 11 [Currency]

1. The Republic of Kosovo uses as legal tender o

2. The Central Banking Authority of Kosovo is in Central Bank

of the Republic of Kosovo.

Article 12 [Local Government]

1. Municipalities are the basi itori overnance in the Republic of
Kosovo.

2. The organization a i overnment are provided by law.

Article

The car i 0sovo is Pristina. The status and organization of the
capital is p

Article 14 [Cit

The acquisition and termination of the right of citizenship are provided by law.
Article 15 [Citizens Living abroad]
The Republic of Kosovo protects the interests of its citizens living and staying abroad as

provided by law.

Article 16 [Supremacy of the Constitution]
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1. The Constitution is the highest legal act of the Republic of Kosovo. Laws and other legal
acts shall be in accordance with this Constitution.

2. The power to govern stems from the Constitution.
3. The Republic of Kosovo shall respect international customary law.

4. Every person and entity in the Republic of Kosovo is subject to the provisions of the
Constitution.

Article 17 [International Agreements]

1. The Republic of Kosovo concludes international agree becomes a member of

international organizations.

2. The Republic of Kosovo participates in inter
protection of peace, security and human right:

promotion and

Article 18 [Ratification of International Agreem

1. International agreements relating to
by the majority of all members of the

ified by law as adopted

4. The principles and procedures for ratifying and contesting international agreements are
set forth by law.

Article 19 [Applicability of International Law]

1. International agreements ratified by the Republic of Kosovo become part of the internal
legal system after their publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Kosovo.
They are directly applied except for cases when they are not self-applicable and the
application requires the promulgation of a law. The amendment or repeal of laws ratifying
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international agreements shall be adopted by the same majority required for their
ratification.

2. International customary law and all ratified international agreements have superiority
over the laws of the Republic of Kosovo which are not in compliance with them

3. If a membership agreement ratified by the Republic of Kosovo for its participation in an
international organization explicitly contemplates the direct applicability of the norms of
that organization, then those norms have superiority, in case of conflict, over the laws of
the Republic of Kosovo.

Article 20 [Delegation of Sovereignty]

international agreement must be adopted b i jori embers of
the Assembly.
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Chapter Il Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Article 21 [Principles of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms]

1. Human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible, inalienable and inviolable and
are the basis of the legal order of the Republic of Kosovo.

2. The Republic of Kosovo protects and guarantees human rights and fundamental freedoms
as provided by this Constitution.

3. Everyone must respect the human rights and fundamental fr

4. Fundamental rights and freedoms set forth in the Constituti also valid for legal
persons to the extent applicable.

Article 22 [Direct Applicability of Internation ents and Instruments]

Human rights guaranteed by the fol ements and instruments are
guaranteed by this Constitution, are di itory of the Republic of
Kosovo and, in the case of conflict, hav isions of laws and other acts of

public institutions:

(1) Universal Decla

(7) Convention on the Rights of the Child,;

(8) Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment;

Article 23 [Human Dignity]

Human dignity of every individual is inviolable and forms the basis of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms.
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Article 24 [Equality Before the Law]

1. All are equal before the law. Everyone enjoys the right to equal legal protection without
discrimination.

2. No one shall be discriminated against on grounds of race, color, gender, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, relation to any community,
property, economic and social condition, sexual orientation, birth, disability or other
personal status.

3. Principles of equal legal protection shall not prevent the imp
to protect and advance the rights of individuals and grou
Such measures shall be applied only until the purpos
been fulfilled.

ion of measures necessary
are in unequal positions.
hey are imposed have

Article 25 [Right to Life]
1. Every individual enjoys the right to life from birth.

2. Capital punishment is forbidden.

Article 26 [Right to Pe

Every person enjoys
includes:

consent;

Article 27 [Prohibition of Torture, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment]

No one shall be subject to torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 28 [Prohibition of Slavery and Forced Labor]

1. No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.

-7-
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2. No one shall be required to perform forced labor. Labor or services provided by law by
persons convicted by a final court decision while serving their sentence or during a State
of Emergency declared in compliance with the rules set forth in this Constitution shall not
be considered as forced labor.

3. Trafficking in persons is forbidden.

Article 29 [Right to Liberty and Security]

1. Everyone is guaranteed the right to liberty and security. No one shall be deprived of
liberty except in the cases foreseen by law and after a decisi competent court as
follows:

(4) for the purpose of medical supe 3 ffers from an infectious
disease;

(5) for the purpose of me isi ho because of mental disease or

s soon as possible. Everyone who is deprived of liberty
be brought within forty-eight (48) hours before a judge who
on or release not later than forty-eight (48) hours from the
moment the detain son is brought before the court. Everyone who is arrested shall
be entitled to tria in a reasonable time and to release pending trial, unless the judge
concludes that the person is a danger to the community or presents a substantial risk of
fleeing before trial.

3. Everyone who is deprived of liberty shall be promptly informed of his/her right not to
make any statements, right to defense counsel of her/his choosing, and the right to
promptly communicate with a person of his/her choosing.

4. Everyone who is deprived of liberty by arrest or detention enjoys the right to use legal
remedies to challenge the lawfulness of the arrest or detention. The case shall be speedily
decided by a court and release shall be ordered if the arrest or detention is determined to
be unlawful.
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5. Everyone who has been detained or arrested in contradiction with the provisions of this
article has a right to compensation in a manner provided by law.

6. An individual who is sentenced has the right to challenge the conditions of detention in a
manner provided by law.

Article 30 [Rights of the Accused]

Everyone charged with a criminal offense shall enjoy the following minimum rights:

(1) to be promptly informed, in a language that she/he understands, of the nature and

cause of the accusation against him/her;
(2) to be promptly informed of her/his rights accordi
(3) to have adequate time, facilities and reme fense;

(4) to have free assistance of an interpreter if t understand or speak the
language used in court.

(5) to have assistance of legal cou i freely communicate with
counsel and if she/he does not ha ovided free counsel;

(6) to not be forced to te

Article 31 [Rig

1. jon of rights in the proceedings before courts,
powers.

2 partial public hearing as to the determination of one’s

as to any criminal charges within a reasonable time by an

3. he public except in limited circumstances in which the court

nterest of justice the public or media should be excluded because
their presence would endanger public order, national security, the interests of minors or
the privacy of parties in the process in accordance with law.

4. Everyone charged with a criminal offense has the right to examine witnesses present and
to obtain the obligatory attendance of witnesses, experts and other persons who may
clarify the evidence.

5. Everyone charged with a criminal offense is presumed innocent until proven guilty
according to law.
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6. Free legal assistance shall be provided to those without sufficient financial means if such
assistance is necessary to ensure effective access to justice.

7. Judicial proceedings involving minors shall be regulated by law respecting special rules
and procedures for juveniles.

Article 32 [Right to Legal Remedies]

Every person has the right to pursue legal remedies against judicial and administrative
decisions which infringe on his/her rights or interests in the manner provided by law.

Article 33 [The Principle of Legality and Proportionali riminal Cases]

1. No one shall be charged or punished for any act w.

No one

1. Citizens of the

epublic of Kosovo and legal residents of Kosovo have the right to move
freely throughou F

public of Kosovo and choose their location of residence.

2. Everyone has the right to leave the country. Limitations on this right may be determined
by law if they are necessary for legal proceedings, enforcement of a court decision or the
performance of a national defense obligation.

3. Citizens of the Republic of Kosovo shall not be deprived of entry into Kosovo or
extradited from Kosovo against their will except for cases when otherwise required by
international law and agreements.

4. The right of foreigners to enter the Republic of Kosovo and reside in the country shall be
defined by law.

-10 -



DRAFT CONSTITUTION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Article 36 [Right to Privacy]

1. Everyone enjoys the right to have her/his private and family life respected, the
inviolability of residence, and the confidentiality of correspondence, telecommunication
and other communication.

2. Searches of any private dwelling or establishment that are deemed necessary for the
investigation of a crime may be conducted only to the extent necessary and only after
approval by a court after a showing of the reasons why such a search is necessary. A
deviation from this principle is permitted if it is necessary to arrest the committer of a
crime, to collect evidence which might be in danger of loss or to avoid direct and serious
risk to humans and property as defined by law.

3. Secrecy of correspondence, telephony and other comm ion is an inviolable right.

Article 37 [Right to Marriage and

3. No one shall
practicing religio

equired or prevented against his/her conscience to participate in
to make her/his opinions and beliefs public.

4. Freedom of manifesting religion, beliefs and conscience may be limited by law if it is
necessary to protect public safety and order or the health or rights of other persons.

Article 39 [Religious Denominations]

1. The Republic of Kosovo ensures and protects the autonomy of all religious
denominations and the entirety of all religious monuments within its territory.
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2. Religious denominations are equal and are separate from the state.

3. Religious denominations are free to independently regulate their internal organization,
religious activities and religious ceremonies.

4. Religious denominations have the right to establish religious schools and charity
institutions in accordance with this Constitution and the law.

Article 40 [Freedom of Expression]

1. Freedom of expression is guaranteed. Freedom of expression i
oneself, to disseminate and receive information, opinions
impediment.

es the right to express
other messages without

2. The freedom of expression can be limited by law in_ca
encouragement or provocation of violence and hc
ethnicity or religion.

ecessary to prevent
race, nationality,

Article 41 [Right of Access to Public Documents]
1. Everyone enjoys the right of access to public. documents.

2. Documents of public institutions and
that is limited by |
classification.

5.are_public, except for information
ess trade secrets or security

1. Freec uaranteed.
2. Censo i i hall prevent the dissemination of information or ideas
through i t is necessary to prevent encouragement or provocation of

3. Everyone has th
if it violates his/he

0 correct untrue, incomplete and inaccurate published information,
ghts and interests in accordance with the law.

Article 43 [Freedom of Gathering]

Freedom of peaceful gathering is guaranteed. Everyone has the right to organize gatherings,
protests and demonstrations and the right to participate in them. These rights may be limited
by law, if it is necessary to safeguard public order, public health, national security or the
protection of the rights of others.
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Article 44  [Freedom of Association]

1. The freedom of association is guaranteed. The freedom of association includes the right
of everyone to establish an organization without obtaining any permission, to be or not to
be a member of any organization and to participate in the activities of an organization.

2. The freedom to establish trade unions and to organize with the intent to protect interests is
guaranteed. This right may be limited by law for specific categories of employees.

3. Organizations or activities that infringe on the constitutional order, violate human rights
and freedoms or encourage racial, national, ethnic or religious hatred may be prohibited
by a decision of a competent court.

Article 45 [Freedom of Election and Participation]

1. Every citizen of the Republic of Kosovo who ha hteen, even if on
the day of elections, has the right to elect and is limited by a
court decision.

to participate in public activities
of public bodies.

2. State institutions support the possibility of every
and everyone’s right to democratically influence deci

Article 46 [Protection of Property]

1. The right to own property is.guaranteed.
2 law in accordance with the public interest. Use of the
does not entitle one to compensation.
3 om her/his property. The property may be
blic interest followed by immediate and adequate
4.
5.

Article 47 [Right'to Education]

1. Everyone enjoys the right to free basic education. Mandatory education is determined by
law and funded by public funds.

2. Public institutions shall ensure equal opportunities to education for everyone in
accordance with their specific abilities and needs.

Article 48 [Freedom of Art and Science]

1. The freedom of artistic and scientific creativity is guaranteed.
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2. Academic freedom is guaranteed.

Article 49 [Right to Work and Exercise Profession]
1. The right to work is guaranteed.

2. Everyone is free to choose his/her profession and occupation.

Article 50 [Rights of Children]

best interest of the children.
5. Every child enjoys the right to reg

unless a competent institution deter
of the child.

Article 51 [Health an

environment and national inheritance are everyone’s

2. Everyone should be provided an opportunity to be heard by public institutions and have
their opinions considered on issues that impact the environment in which they live.

3. The impact on the environment shall be considered by public institutions in their decision
making processes.

Article 53 [Interpretation of Human Rights Provisions]

Human rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed by this Constitution shall be interpreted
in compliance with the case law of the European Court of Human Rights and other
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international bodies that oversee the implementation of internationally guaranteed human
rights.

Article 54 [Judicial Protection of Rights]

Everyone enjoys the right of judicial protection if any right guaranteed by this Constitution or
by law has been violated or denied and the right to an effective legal remedy if found that
such right has been violated.

Article 55 [Limitations to Human Rights and Freedoms]

1. Rights and freedoms guaranteed by this Constitution ma

2. Human rights and fundamental freedoms guarante i ion may be limited
to the extent necessary for the fulfilment of th imi in an open and
democratic society.

3. Guaranteed rights and freedoms may not be li an those for
which they were provided.

4. In cases of limitations of human rig hose limitations; all public
authorities, and in particular courts, s o the essence of the right
limited, the importance of the purpos e nature and extent of the

limitation, the relatio : ourpose to be achieved and the
i N a lesser limitation.

protected fundamental rights and freedoms may only be limited during a
ncy and only to the necessary extent as foreseen by this Constitution and
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Chapter 111 Rights of Communities and Their Members

Article 57 [General Principles]

1. Inhabitants belonging to the same national or ethnic, linguistic, or religious group
traditionally present on the territory of the Republic of Kosovo (Communities) shall have
specific rights as set forth in this Constitution in addition to the human rights and
fundamental freedoms provided in chapter Il of this Constitution.

be treated or not to
hoice or from the exercise

2. Every member of a community shall have the right to freely
be treated as such and no discrimination shall result from
of the rights that are connected to that choice.

3. Members of Communities shall have the right to and develop their
identity and community attributes.

4. The exercise of these rights shall carry ‘wi i ibilities to act in

accordance with the law of the Republic of Ko i the rights of
others.

Article 58 [Responsibilities of the Sta

all take all necessary measures to protect persons who may be

of discrimination, hostility or violence as a result of their

national, ethnic, al, linguistic or religious identity.

4. The Republic of Kosovo shall adopt adequate measures as may be necessary to promote,
in all areas of economic, social, political and cultural life, full and effective equality
among members of communities. Such measures shall not be considered to be an act of
discrimination.

5. The Republic of Kosovo shall promote the preservation of the cultural and religious
heritage of all communities as an integral part of the heritage of Kosovo. The Republic of
Kosovo shall have a special duty to ensure an effective protection of the entirety of sites
and monuments of cultural and religious significance to the communities.
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6. The Republic of Kosovo shall take effective actions against all those undermining the
enjoyment of the rights of members of Communities. The Republic of Kosovo shall
refrain from policies or practices aimed at assimilation of persons belonging to
Communities against their will, and shall protect these persons from any action aimed at
such assimilation.

7. The Republic of Kosovo ensures, on a non-discriminatory basis, that all communities and
their members may exercise their rights specified in this Constitution.

Article 59 [Rights of Communities and their Members]

Members of communities shall have the right, individually o

(1) express, maintain and develop their culture ential elements of
their identity, namely their religion, langu ;

(2) receive public education in one of th
of their choice at all levels;

(3) receive pre-school, primary cation, in their own language
to the extent prescribed by la lishing specific classes
or schools for this purpose be ipulated for educational
institutions;

al and training establishments for

(4) establish and ma
ic fi e granted, in accordance with the law and

ce with the law. The costs incurred by the use of an
ator shall be borne by the competent authorities;

(7) wuse and d
standards;

ommunity symbols, in accordance with the law and international

(8) have personal names registered in their original form and in the script of their
language as well as revert to original names that have been changed by force;

(9) have local names, street names and other topographical indications which reflect
and are sensitive to the multi-ethnic and multi-linguistic character of the area at
issue;

(10) have guaranteed access to, and special representation in, public broadcast media as

well as programming in their language, in accordance with the law and international
standards;
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(11) to create and use their own media, including to provide information in their
language through, among others, daily newspapers and wire services and the use of
a reserved number of frequencies for electronic media in accordance with the law
and international standards. The Republic of Kosovo shall take all measures
necessary to secure an international frequency plan to allow the Kosovo Serb
Community access to a licensed Kosovo-wide independent Serbian language
television channel;

(12) enjoy unhindered contacts among themselves within the Republic of Kosovo and
establish and maintain free and peaceful contacts with persons in any State, in
particular those with whom they share an ethnic, cult inguistic or religious
identity, or a common cultural heritage, in accordance the law and international
standards;

(13) enjoy unhindered contacts with, and parti i rimination in the

(14) establish associations for culture, art, i olarly and

Article 60 [Consultative Council fc

ies the opportunity to comment at an early stage on legislative

or poli hat may be prepared by the Government, to suggest such
initiatives, 8 ek to have their views incorporated in the relevant projects and
programs.

(3) have any other responsibilities and functions as provided in accordance with law.

Article 61 [Representation in Public Institutions Employment]

Communities and their members shall be entitled to equitable representation in employment
in public bodies and publicly owned enterprises at all levels, including in particular in the
police service in areas inhabited by the respective Community, while respecting the rules
concerning competence and integrity that govern public administration.
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Article 62 [Representation in the Institutions of Local Government]

1. In municipalities where at least ten per cent (10%) of the residents belong to
Communities not in the majority in those municipalities, a post of Vice President of the
Municipal Assembly for Communities shall be reserved for a representative of these
communities.

2. The position of Vice President shall be held by the non-majority candidate who received
the most votes on the open list of candidates for election to the Municipal Assembly.

3. The Vice President for Communities shall promote inter-Com
as formal focal point for addressing non-majority Communiti
meetings of the Assembly and its work. The Vice Preside
reviewing claims by Communities or their members
Municipal Assembly violate their constitutionally gu
shall refer such matters to the Municipal Assem tion of the act or
decision.

ity dialogue and serve
erns and interests in
all also be responsible for
cts or decisions of the

4. In the event the Municipal Assembly chooses ider i sion, or the
Vice President deems the result, upon reconsi i violation of a
constitutionally guaranteed right, the Vice Presiden submit the matter directly to the

Communities in the Republic of Kosova
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Chapter IV Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo

Article 63 [General Principles]

The Assembly is the highest, directly elected, Constitutional institution representing the
people of the Republic of Kosovo.

Article 64 [Structure of Assembly]

1. The Assembly has one hundred twenty (120) members
basis of open lists. The seats in the Assembly ar
coalitions, citizens’ initiatives and independent candid i ion to the number of
valid votes received by them in the election to the

d by secret ballot on the

2. In the framework of this distribution, twent
are guaranteed for representation of communiti
follows:

arties, coalitio and independent candidates having declare
2) Part lit dind dent candidates h declared
i nities shall have the total number of seats

one (1) seat; and one (1) additional seat will be
the Ashkali or the Egyptian community with the highest
amunity, three (3) seats; the Turkish community, two

Article 65 [Co encies of the Assembly]

The Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo:

(1) adopts laws, resolutions and other general acts;

(2) decides to amend the Constitution by two thirds (2/3) of all its members including
two thirds (2/3) of all members holding seats reserved and guaranteed for
representatives of communities that are not in the majority in Kosovo;

(3) announces referenda in accordance with the law;

(4) ratifies international treaties;
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(5) approves the budget of the Republic of Kosovo;

(6) elects and dismisses the President and Deputy Presidents of the Assembly;
(7) elects and may dismiss the President of the Republic of Kosovo;

(8) elects the Government and expresses no confidence in it;

(9) oversees the work of the Government and other public institutions that report to the
Assembly in accordance with the Constitution and the law;

(10) elects members of the Kosovo Judicial Council and the Kosovo Prosecutorial

Council in accordance with this Constitution;
(11) proposes the judges for the Constitutional Co
(12) oversees foreign and security policies;
(13) gives consent to the President’s decree on a i tate of Emergency;

(14) decides in regard to general interest issues as set

Article 66 [Election and Mandate]

1. The Assembly of Koso
day of the constitutiv
announcement o

a mandate of four (4) years, starting from the
held within thirty (30) days from the official

2. Regular electi eld no later than thirty (30) days before the
2 Assembly has been dissolved, no later than forty-five (45)
3. f Kosovo shall convene the constitutive session of the

t of the Republic of Kosovo is unable to convene the initial
be convened without the President’s participation.

4. The Mandate of the Assembly of Kosovo may be extended only in a State of Emergency
for defense against aggression or for threat to the Constitutional order or public safety of
the Republic of Kosovo and only for as long as the State of Emergency continues as
regulated by this Constitution.

5. The election conditions, constituencies and procedures are determined by law.

Article 67 [Election of the President and Deputy Presidents]

1. The Assembly of Kosovo elects the President of the Assembly and five (5) Deputy
Presidents from its members.
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2. The President of the Assembly is proposed by the largest parliamentary group and is
elected by a majority vote of all members of the Assembly.

3. Three (3) Deputy Presidents proposed by the three largest parliamentary groups are
elected by a majority vote of all members of the Assembly.

4. Two (2) Deputy Presidents represent non-majority communities in the Assembly and are
elected by a majority vote of all members of the Assembly. One (1) Deputy President
shall belong to the members of the Assembly holding seats reserved or guaranteed for the
Serb community, and one (1) Deputy shall belong to members of the Assembly holding
seats reserved or guaranteed for other non-majority communiti

5. The President and Deputy Presidents of the Assembly
thirds (2/3) of all members of the Assembly.

issed by a vote of two

6. The President and the Deputy Presidents for
Presidency is responsible for the administrati
the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.

operation of the Assem provided in

7. The President of the Assembly:
(1) represents the Assembly;

(2) sets the agenda, convenes and chai

ith this Constitution and the Rules of

bly is absent or is unable to exercise the function, one of
s President of the Assembly.

1. Meetings of the of Kosovo are public.

2. Meetings of the Assembly of Kosovo may be closed upon the request of the President of
the Republic of Kosovo, the Prime Minister or one third (1/3) of the members of the
Assembly as set forth by the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly. The decision shall be

made in an open and transparent manner and must be adopted by two thirds (2/3) vote of
the members of Assembly present and voting.

Article 69 [Schedule of Sessions and Quorum]

1. The Assembly of Kosovo conducts its annual work in two sessions.
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2. The Spring Session begins on the third Monday of January and the Autumn session begins
on the second Monday of September.

3. The Assembly of Kosovo has its quorum when more than one half (1/2) of all Assembly
members are present.

4. The Assembly of Kosovo convenes an extraordinary meeting upon the request of the
President of the Republic of Kosovo, the Prime Minister or one third (1/3) of the members.

Article 70 [Mandate of the Members]

1. Members of the Assembly are representatives of the people and are not bound by any

obligatory mandate.

2. The mandate of each Member of the Assembly on the day of the
certification of the election results.

3. The mandate of a Member of the Assembl when:
(1) the member does not take the oath;

(2) the member resigns;

or more than six consecutive months. In

final court decision of committing a crime punishable by
isonment;

Article 71 [Qualification and Gender Equality]

1. Every citizen of the Republic of Kosovo who is eighteen (18) or over and meets the legal
criteria is eligible to become a candidate for the Assembly.

2. The composition of the Assembly of Kosovo shall respect internationally recognized
principles of gender equality.
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Article 72 [Incompatibility]

A member of the Assembly of Kosovo shall neither keep any executive post in the public
administration or in any publicly owned enterprise nor exercise any other executive function
as provided by law.

Article 73 [Ineligibility]

1. The following cannot be candidates or be elected as members of the Assembly without
prior resignation from their duty:

(1) judges and prosecutors;
(2) members of the Kosovo Security Force;
(3) members of the Kosovo Police;

(4) officials of the Customs Service of Kosovo;
(5) officers of State Security;
(6) heads of independent agencies;

(7) diplomatic representatives;

Members of the Assembly of Kosovo shall exercise their function in best interest of the
Republic of Kosovo and pursuant to the Constitution, Laws and Rules of Procedure of the
Assembly.

Article 75 [Immunity]

1. Members of the Assembly shall be immune from prosecution, civil lawsuit and dismissal
for actions or decisions that are within the scope of their responsibilities as members of
the Assembly. The immunity shall not prevent the criminal prosecution of members of the
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Assembly for actions taken outside of the scope of their responsibilities as members of
the Assembly.

2. A member of the Assembly shall not be arrested or otherwise detained while performing

her/his duties as a member of the Assembly without the consent of the majority of all
members of the Assembly.

Article 76 [Rules of Procedure]

The Rules of Procedure of the Assembly are adopted by a two thirds (2/3) vote of all its
members and shall determine the internal organization and metho k for the Assembly.

Article 77 [Committees]

1. The Assembly of Kosovo appoints permanent ¢ i i mittees and ad

2. On the request of one third (1/3) of all of bly appoints

3. be from the members of a
4 ed in the Rules of Procedure of
Article 78

1. The C terests of Communities is a permanent committee of the

holding seats reserved or guaranteed for the Serbian
members who represent the group of members of
served or guaranteed for other non-majority communities and
from the majority community represented in the Assembly.

2. At the request of any member of the Presidency of the Assembly, any proposed law shall
be submitted to the Committee on Rights and Interests of Communities. The Committee,
by a majority vote of its members, shall decide whether to make recommendations
regarding the proposed law within two weeks.

3. To ensure that community rights and interests are adequately addressed, the Committee
may submit recommendations to another relevant committee or to the Assembly.

4. The Committee may, on its own initiative, propose laws and such other measures within

the responsibilities of the Assembly as it deems appropriate to address the concerns of
Communities. Members may issue individual opinions.
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5. A matter may be referred to the Committee for an advisory opinion by the Presidency of
the Assembly, another committee or a group composed of at least ten (10) members of the
Assembly.

Article 79 [Legislative Initiative]

The initiative to propose laws may be taken by the President of the Republic of Kosovo from
his/her scope of authority, the Government, members of the Assembly or at least ten thousand
citizens as provided by law.

Article 80 [Adoption of Laws]

1. Laws, decisions and other acts are adopted by the a majority vote of
members present and voting, except when otherwis stitution.

2. Laws adopted by the Assembly are signed b f Kosovo
and promulgated by the President of the Re i ture within

eight (8) days from receipt.

3. If the President of the Republic of the Assembly, he/she should
state the reasons of return. The Pre SOvO may exercise this
right of return only once per law.

. ent of the Republic of Kosovo
by a majority vote o be considered promulgated.

5. If the Preside 1 i oes not make any decision for the
promulgation or retur ; ithi days from its receipt, such a law shall be
considered ) g ature and shall be published in the Official

1. The following laws shall require for their adoption, amendment or repeal both the
majority of the Assembly Members present and voting and the majority of the Assembly
Members holding seats reserved or guaranteed for representatives of Communities that
are not in the majority present and voting:

(1) Laws changing municipal boundaries, establishing or abolishing municipalities,
defining the scope of powers of municipalities and their participation in inter-
municipal and cross-border relations;

(2) Laws implementing the rights of communities and their members, other than those set
forth in the Constitution;
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(3) Law on the use of language;

(4) Law on local elections;

(5) Law on protection of cultural heritage;

(6) Law on religious freedom or on agreements with religious communities;

(7) Law on education;

(8) Law on the use of symbols, including Community symbols public holidays.

2. None of the laws of vital interest may be submittedtoar

Article 82 [Dissolution of the Assembly]

1. The Assembly shall be dissolved in the foll

(1) when the government cannot be established wit ty (60) days from the date when
i didate for Prime Minister;

(2) when two thirds (2/3) of all memb tion, the Assembly shall
(3) when the Presid ot elected within sixty (60) days
from the dat

2. The Assembly may be di 0 ident of the Republic of Kosovo following a
successf
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Chapter V President of the Republic of Kosovo

Article 83 [Status of the President]

The President represents the unity of the people of the Republic of Kosovo and is the head of
state.

Article 84 [Competencies of the President]

The President of the Republic of Kosovo:
(1) represents the Republic of Kosovo domesticall

(2) guarantees the constitutional functioni

(3) announces elections for the Assembly of Ko

(4) issues decrees in accordance

(5) has the right to return adopted la
harmful to the legitimate intere blic of Kosovo or one or more
Communities. Thisright can be exe :

(6) proposes a

()

leads the C ative Council for Communities;

(12) appoints the candidate for Prime Minister for the establishment of the Government
after proposal by the political party or coalition holding the majority in the
Assembly;

(13) on the proposal of the Kosovo Judicial Council, appoints and dismisses the
President of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kosovo;

(14) on the proposal of the Kosovo Judicial Council, appoints and dismisses judges of
the Republic of Kosovo;
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(15) on the proposal of the Kosovo Prosecutorial Council, appoints and dismisses the
Chief Prosecutor of the Republic of Kosovo;

(16) on the proposal of the Kosovo Prosecutorial Council, appoints and dismisses
prosecutors of the Republic of Kosovo;

(17) on the proposal of the Assembly, appoints judges to the Constitutional Court;

(18) appoints the Commander of the Kosovo Security Force upon recommendation of the
Government;

(19) in cooperation with the Prime Minister, appoints the Dir.
Inspector General of the Kosovo Intelligence Agency;

Deputy Director and

(20) in consultation with the Government decides to d of Emergency;

(21) may request meetings of the Kosovo Se them during a

(22) in consultation with the Prime Minister de i of diplomatic

(23) on the proposal of the Gove i isses heads of diplomatic

(24)

(25) appoints the' G ank of the Republic of Kosovo who will act
as its Mana i [ her members of the Bank’s Board,

(26) S me i ards in accordance with the law;
(2 L accordance with the law;

(28) a

Article 85 [Qualification for Election of the President]

Every citizen of the Republic of Kosovo who meets the criteria to become a member of the
Assembly may be elected President of the Republic of Kosovo.

Article 86 [Election of the President]

1. The President of the Republic of Kosovo shall be elected by the Assembly in secret
ballot.
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2. The election of the President of the Republic of Kosovo shall take place no later than
thirty (30) days before the end of the current president’s term of office.

3. Every eligible citizen of the Republic of Kosovo may be nominated as a candidate for
President of the Republic of Kosovo, provided he/she presents the signatures of at least
thirty (30) members of the Assembly of Kosovo. Members of the Assembly can only
sign for one candidate for the President of the Republic.

4. The President of the Republic of Kosovo shall be elected by a two thirds (2/3) majority of
all members of the Assembly.

5. When a two thirds (2/3) majority is not reached by any candid he first two ballots, a
ed the highest number of
votes in the second ballot, and the candidate who wi ajority of the members

6. If none of the candidates is elected as Preside i ovo in the third
ballot, the Assembly shall dissolve and new i in_forty five
(45) days.

Article 87 [Mandate and Oath]

1. The Preside exercise any other public function.

2. After electio ident cannot exercise any political party functions.

Article 89

The President of the Republic of Kosovo shall be immune from prosecution, civil lawsuit and
dismissal for actions or decisions that are within the scope of responsibilities of the President
of the Republic of Kosovo.

Article 90 [Temporary Disability of the President]

1. If the President of the Republic of Kosovo is temporarily unable to fulfil her/his
responsibilities, he/she may voluntarily transfer the duties of the position to the President
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of the Assembly who shall then serve as Acting President of the Republic of Kosovo. The
President’s order of transfer shall state in particular the reason for the transfer and the
duration of the transfer if known. The President of the Republic of Kosovo shall resume
exercise of the duties of the position when she/he is able to do so and the President of the
Assembly shall relinquish the position as Acting President.

2. When there is no voluntary transfer of power, the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo
determines by two thirds (2/3) vote of all members, after consultation with the medical
consultants team, that the President of the Republic of Kosovo is temporarily unable to
fulfil his/her responsibilities. The President of the Assembly shall serve as Acting
President until the President of the Republic of Kosovo is able to resume carrying out
her/his duties as President.

3. The position of Acting President of the Republic of Ko not be exercised for a

period longer than six (6) months.

Article 91 [Dismissal of the President]

1. The President of the Republic of Kosovo may be i when he/she

has been convicted of a serious crime or whe /he is unable to exercise the
responsibilities of office due to disabi s or when the Constitutional
Court has determined that he/she has ion of the Constitution

2. The procedure for dismissal of the Presid of Kosovo may be initiated
by one fourth (1/4) of the n embers of t S » hall sign a petition explaining

the reasons for dis or serious illness, the Assembly
shall consult the r on the status of the President’s health. If the
petition alleges‘se i itution, the petition shall be immediately
i all decide the matter within seven (7) days

ermined that he/she has seriously violated the Constitution, the
Assembly may dismi President by two thirds (2/3) vote of all its members.
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Chapter VI Government of the Republic of Kosovo

Article 92 [General Principles]

1. The Government consists of the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister(s) and Ministers.

2. The Government of Kosovo exercises the executive power in compliance with the
Constitution and the law.

3. The Government implements laws and other acts adopted b ssembly of Kosovo

4. The Government makes decisions in accordance wi i itution and the laws,
proposes draft laws, proposes amendments to existi
opinion on draft laws that are not proposed by it

Article 93 [Competencies of the Government]

The Government has the following compet

1)

(2) promotes the e

icies of the country;

(3) proposes

(4)

acts or regulations necessary for the

(8) proposes tothe President of the Republic of Kosovo the appointment and dismissal
of the heads of diplomatic missions of the Republic of Kosovo.

(9) proposes amendments to the Constitution;
(10) may refer Constitutional questions to the Constitutional Court;

(11) exercises other executive functions not assigned to other central or local level
bodies.
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Article 94 [Competencies of the Prime Minister]

The Prime Minister has the following competencies:
(1) represents and leads the Government;
(2) ensures that all Ministries act in accordance with government policies;
(3) ensures the implementation of laws and policies determined by the Government;

(4) may change members of the Government without the consent of the Assembly;

(5) chairs the Kosovo Security Council;
(6) appoints the Kosovo Police Commissioner;
(7) consults with the President of the Republi

(8) in cooperation with the President,

(9) consults with the President
country;

1. After eIectlons the P r e Re of Kosovo proposes to the Assembly a
on with the political party or coalition that has
necessary to establish the Government.

approval.

3. The Governme
members of the As

onsidered elected when it receives the majority vote of all the
bly of Kosovo.

4. If the proposed composition of the Government does not win the necessary majority of
votes, the President of Kosovo appoints another candidate with the same procedure within
ten (10) days. If the Government is not elected for the second time, the President of
Kosovo announces elections, which shall be held not later than forty (40) days from the
date of announcement.

5. When the Prime Minister resigns or for any other reason the post becomes vacant, the
Government ceases and the President of the Republic of Kosovo appoints a new candidate
in consultation with the majority party or coalition that has won the majority in the
Assembly to establish the Government.
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Article 96 [Ministries and Representation of Minorities]

1. Ministries and other executive bodies are established as necessary to perform functions
within the powers of the Government.

2. The number of members of Government is determined by an internal act of the
Government;

3. There shall be at least one (1) Minister from the Kosovo Serb Community and one (1)
Minister from another Kosovo non-majority Community. If re more than twelve
(12) Ministers, the Government shall have a third Minister representing a Kosovo non-
majority Community.

4. There shall be at least two (2) Deputy Ministers f
two (2) Deputy Ministers from other Kosovo
more than twelve (12) Ministers, the Gove
representing the Kosovo Serb Communit
another Kosovo non-majority Community.

consultations with parties, coalitions . unities that are not in
the majority in Kosovo. If appointe OUtSI bership of the Kosovo
Assembly, these Ministers and Deputy [ i
the majority of Assemb alitions, citizens' initiatives and

to represent the Community

1. The Government is accountable to the Assembly of Kosovo regarding its work.

2. The Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister(s) and Ministers are jointly accountable for
the decisions made by the Government and individually accountable for decisions made in
their fields of responsibility.

Article 98 [Immunity]
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Members of the Government shall be immune from prosecution, civil lawsuit and dismissal
for actions or decisions that are within the scope of their responsibilities as members of the
Government.

Article 99 [Procedures]

The methods of work and decision making processes in the Government shall be determined
by law or governmental regulations.

Article 100 [Motion of No Confidence]

1. A motion of no confidence may be presented against th
one third (1/3) of the all members of the Assembly.

ent on the proposal of

5. If a motion of no confidence fails, a ent moti no confidence may not be
raised during the next ni

the Republic of Ko
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Chapter VII Judicial and Prosecutorial System

Article 102 [General Principles]

1. Judicial power in the Republic of Kosovo is exercised by the courts.

2. The judicial power is unique, independent, fair and impartial and ensures equal access to
the courts.

3. Courts shall adjudicate based on the Constitution and the law.

Article 103  [Organization of the Courts an

1. The organization, functioning and jurisdiction of t by law.
2. The right to appeal a judicial decision. i otherwise provided by law.

aw may allow the right

to refer a case directly to the Supreme ere would be no right of

appeal.

Article 104

1. The Sup othe as well as their jurisdiction shall be determined by

e highest judicial authority.

3. At least f

2N percent
three (3) judg

shall be

5%) of the judges of the Supreme Court, but not fewer than
rom Communities that are not in the majority in Kosovo.

4. The President of the Supreme Court of Kosovo shall be appointed and dismissed by the
President of the Republic of Kosovo from among the judges of the Supreme Court for a
non-renewable term of seven (7) years. The proposal for the appointment or dismissal of
the President of the Supreme Court shall be made by the Kosovo Judicial Council.

5. Presidents of all other courts shall be appointed in the manner provided by law.
6. At least fifteen percent (15%) of the judges from any other court established with appeal

jurisdiction, but not fewer than two (2) judges, shall be from Communities that are not in
the majority in Kosovo.
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7. Specialised courts may be established by law when necessary, but no extraordinary court
may ever be created.

Article 105 [Kosovo Judicial Council]

1. The Kosovo Judicial Council shall ensure the independence and impartiality of the
judicial system.

2. The Kosovo Judicial Council is a fully independent institution in the performance of its
functions. The Kosovo Judicial Council shall ensure that the Kosovo courts are
independent, professional and impartial and fully reflect Iti-ethnic nature of
Kosovo and follow the principles of gender equality. The Council shall give preference in
the appointment of judges to members of Communities underrepresented in the
judiciary as provided by law.

3. The Kosovo Judicial Council is responsible fo candidates for
appointment and reappointment to judicial il is also
responsible for appointment, transfer and di

5. The Kosovo Judicial

administration, judicial tre ) ing court rules in accordance with the law, hiring
and supervising S 2loping and overseeing the budget of the
judiciary, dete udges in each jurisdiction and making

recommendations fo ew courts. New courts shall be established

according

| be judges elected by the members of the judiciary. If the
C al Council has not been established, two (2) of the five (5)
members ele by members of the judiciary shall be prosecutors elected by the
members of the State Prosecutor;

(2) four (4) members shall be elected by members of the Assembly holding seats
attributed during the general distribution of seats; at least two (2) of the four (4) must
be judges and one (1) must be a member of the Kosovo Chamber of Advocates;

(3) two (2) members shall be elected by the members of the Assembly holding reserved

or guaranteed seats for the Kosovo Serb community and at least one of the two must
be a judge;
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(4) two (2) members shall be elected by the members of the Assembly holding reserved
or guaranteed seats for other Communities and at least one of the two must be a judge.

7. The Kosovo Judicial Council elects from its members a Chair and Vice Chair each for a
term of three (3) years.

8. Candidates for judicial positions that are reserved for members of Communities that are
not in the majority in Kosovo may only be recommended for appointment by the majority
of members of the Council elected by Assembly members holding seats reserved or
guaranteed for members of communities that are not in the majority in Kosovo. If this
group of Council members fails to recommend a candidate for a judicial position in two
consecutive sessions of the Council, any Council member m ommend a candidate
for that position.

9. Candidates for judicial positions within basic courts, t i of which exclusively
includes the territory of one or more municipalities i i e majority of the

unanimously. If these two members fail to r judici date for two
consecutive sessions of the Council, any Council er may recommend a candidate
for that position.

Article 106 [Mandate and Reappoint

1. The initial mandate es shall be three years: The reappointment mandate is

ed by law or unless removed in accordance

the proposal of the Kosovo Judicial Council.

2. The composition of the judiciary shall reflect the ethnic diversity of Kosovo and
internationally recognized principles of gender equality.

3. The composition of the courts shall reflect the ethnic composition of the territorial
jurisdiction of the respective court. Before making a proposal for appointment or
reappointment, the Kosovo Judicial Council consults with the respective court.

4. Judges may be removed from office upon conviction of a serious criminal offense or for
serious neglect of duties.
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5. In any dismissal or disciplinary proceeding, judges have the right to directly appeal a
decision of dismissal to the Kosovo Supreme Court.

6. Judges may not be transferred against their will unless otherwise provided by law for the
efficient operation of the judiciary or disciplinary measures.

Article 108 [Incompatibility]

1. A judge may not perform any function in any state institution outside of the judiciary,
become involved in any political activity, or be involved in a er activity prohibited
by law.

2. Judges are not permitted to assume any responsibili
would in any way be inconsistent with the principl
the role of a judge.

n any functions that
and impartiality of

Article 109  [Immunity]

1. Judges, including lay-judges, shall. be immune fro osecution, civil lawsuit and

3. When a judge i
without delay.

prosecution of pe arged with committing criminal acts and other acts specified by
law.

2. The State Prosecutor is an impartial institution and acts in accordance with the
Constitution and the law.

3. The organization, competencies and duties of the State Prosecutor shall be defined by law.
4. The State Prosecutor shall reflect the multiethnic composition of the Republic of Kosovo

and shall respect the principles of gender equality.

5. The Chief State Prosecutor shall be appointed and dismissed by the President of the
Republic of Kosovo upon the proposal of the Kosovo Prosecutorial Council.
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Qualifications, standards and the mandate of the Chief State Prosecutor shall be provided
by law.

Article 111  [Kosovo Prosecutorial Council]

1. The Kosovo Prosecutorial Council is a fully independent institution in the performance of
its functions in accordance with law. The Kosovo Prosecutorial Council shall ensure that
all persons have equal access to justice. The Kosovo Prosecutorial Council shall ensure
that the State Prosecutor is independent, professional and impartial and reflects the multi-
ethnic nature of Kosovo and the principles of gender equality.

2. The Kosovo Prosecutorial Council shall recruit, propos
reappoint, discipline and dismiss prosecutors in a mann

point, promote, transfer,
ed by law. The Council
of underrepresented
Communities as provided by law. All candidate i lection criteria as
provided by law.

3. Proposals for appointments of prosecuto
appointment process, on the basis of the merit o
reflect principles of gender equality and the ethnic osition of the relevant territorial
jurisdiction.

appointment, removal, term of office, orga ( cture and rules of procedure, shall
be determined by law.
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Chapter VIII Constitutional Court

Article 113  [General Principles]

1.

2.

Article 114 [Jurisdiction and Authorized Parties]

1.

4.

The Constitutional Court is the final authority for the interpretation of the Constitution and
the compliance of laws with the Constitution.

The Constitutional Court is fully independent in the performance of its responsibilities.

The Constitutional Court decides only on matters in a legal manner
by authorized parties.

The Assembly of Kosovo, the President ofthe i nment, and
the Ombudsperson are authorized to refer the i tters to the” Constitutional
Court:

onstitution of the declaration of a State of Emergency and the
ing the State of Emergency;

(4) compatibility a proposed constitutional amendment with binding international
agreements ratified under this Constitution and the review of the constitutionality of
the procedure followed,

(5) questions whether violations of the Constitution occurred during the election of the
Assembly.

A municipality may contest the constitutionality of laws or acts of the Government

infringing upon their responsibilities or diminishing their revenues when municipalities
are affected by such law or act.
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5. Ten (10) or more members of the Assembly of Kosovo, within eight (8) days from the
date of adoption, have the right to contest the constitutionality of any law or decision
adopted by the Assembly as regards its substance and the procedure followed.

6. Thirty (30) or more members of the Assembly are authorized to refer the question of
whether the President of the Republic of Kosovo has committed a serious violation of the
Constitution.

7. Individuals are authorized to refer violations by public authorities of their individual
rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution, but only after exhaustion of all legal
remedies provided by law.

8. The courts have the right to refer questions of constitution
Constitutional Court when it is raised in a judicial proc
uncertain as to the compatibility of the contested law
that the referring court’s decision on that case dep ibility of the law at
issue.

mpatibility of a law to the
nd the referring court is

9. The President of the Assembly of Kosov: ituti endments
before approval by the Assembly to confirm ent does not

Article 115 [Composition and Mandate

1. The Constitutiona f nine (9) judges who shall be distinguished
jurists of the f less than ten (10) years of relevant
professional experien ations shall be provided by law. Principles
of gender e

2. Judg ent of the Republic of Kosovo upon the proposal of
the on-renewable mandate of nine (9) years.

voting, but only upon the consent of the majority of the members of the Assembly holding
seats reserved or guaranteed for representatives of the Communities not in the majority in
Kosovo.

4. If the mandate of a judge ends before the end of the regular mandate, the appointment of
the replacement judge shall be made in compliance with this article for a full mandate
without the right to re-appointment.

5. The President and Deputy President of the Constitutional Court shall be elected from the
judges of the Constitutional Court by a secret ballot of the judges of the Court for a term of
three (3) years. Election to these offices shall not in any way extend the regular mandate of
the judge.
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Article 116  [Organization of the Constitutional Court]

1. The Constitutional Court shall determine its internal organization, rules of procedure,
decision-making processes and other organizational issues pursuant to law.

2. The Constitutional Court shall publish an annual report.

Article 117  [Legal Effect of Decisions]

1. Decisions of the Constitutional Court are binding on the j
institutions of the Republic of Kosovo.

ciary and all persons and

2. While a proceeding is pending before the Constituti
suspend the challenged action or law until the hen the Court
finds that application of the challenged acti recoverable
damages.

Judges of the ituti ourt may be dismissed by the President of the Republic of
Kosovo upon the two thirds (2/3) of the judges of the Constitutional Court only
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Chapter IX Economic Relations

Article 120 [General Principles]

1. The Constitutional system of the Republic of Kosovo shall ensure a legal environment,
through both internal and international cooperation, that fosters an open market economy,
freedom of economic activity and safeguards for private and public property.

2. The Republic of Kosovo shall ensure equal legal rights for
investors and enterprises.

domestic and foreign

abuse of a dominant
ss explicitly allowed

3. Actions limiting free competition through the establi
position, monopoly or other restrictive practices are
by law.

4. The Republic of Kosovo promotes the
sustainable economic development.

6. A foreign investor is guaranteed the : rofit and invested capital
outside the country in accordance with

1. Typesoa efined by law.

2. Foreign natural a persons may gain the right to own immovable property in
accordance wit itions set forth by law or international agreements.

3. Foreign natural and legal persons may gain the right to concession of natural recourses,
goods of public interest and other rights in accordance with law.

Article 122  [Use of Property and Natural Resources]

1. To achieve economic development, the people of the Republic of Kosovo may freely enjoy
the natural resources of the Republic of Kosovo, but they may not infringe on the
obligations stemming from international economic cooperation based on the principals of
mutual interest and international law.
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2. Natural resources such as water, air space, mineral resources and other natural resources
including land, flora and fauna, other parts of nature, immovable property and other goods
of special cultural, historic, economic and ecologic importance, which have been
determined by law to be of special interest to the Republic of Kosovo, shall enjoy special
protection in accordance with law.

3. Limitations on owners’ rights and other exploitation rights on goods of special interest to
the Republic of Kosovo and the compensation for such limitations shall be provided by
law.
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Chapter X Local Government and Territorial Organization

Article 123  [General Principles]

1. The right to local self-government is guaranteed and is regulated by law.

2. Local self-government is exercised by representative bodies elected through general,
equal, free, direct, and secret ballot elections.

ion and the laws of
cal Self-Government, and

3. The activity of local self-government bodies is based on this
the Republic of Kosovo and respects the European Charter
in particular, the principle of subsidiary.

4. Local self-government is based upon the princip
efficiency and effectiveness in providing public s
needs and interests of the non-majority com i

ce, transparency,
for the specific
heir members.

Article 124  [Local Self-Government Organization a

1. The basic unit of local government e i )Sovo is the municipality.
Municipalities enjoy a high degree of ‘

ght to decide, collect and spend municipal revenues and receive

appropriate fund the central government in accordance with the law.

6. Municipalities are bound to respect the Constitution and laws and to apply court
decisions.

7. The administrative review of acts of municipalities by the central authorities in the area of

their own competencies shall be limited to ensuring compatibility with the Constitution of
the Republic of Kosovo and the law.
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Chapter XI Security Sector

Article 125 [General Principles]

1.

Article 126  [Kosovo Security Force]

The Republic of Kosovo has authority over law enforcement, security, justice, public
safety, intelligence, civil emergency response and border control within its territory.

Security institutions in the Republic of Kosovo shall protect public safety and the rights of
all people in the Republic of Kosovo. The institutions shall operate in full transparency
and in accordance with internationally recognized democratic st rds and human rights.

Kosovo.

The Republic of Kosovo fully respects all applicable agreements and the
relevant international law and cooperates with i i urity bodies and
regional counterparts.

Civilian and democratic control over instituti

The Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo oversees
institutions as provided by law.

dget and policies of the security

The Kosovo Securit curity force for the Republic of
Kosovo in full coor al responsibilities.

and civil protection. The Kosovo Security
er functions related to security, which are not
nforcement organizations.

Security F i all always be subject to control by democratically elected civilian
authorities.

. The Kosovo Sec orce shall be professional, reflect ethnic diversity of the people of

Kosovo and shall be recruited from across the Republic of Kosovo society.

. The Commander of the Kosovo Security Force shall be appointed by the President of the

Republic of Kosovo upon the recommendation of the Government. Internal organization
of the Kosovo Security Force shall be determined by law.

Article 127  [Kosovo Security Council]

1.

The Security Council of the Republic of Kosovo in consultation with the President of the
Republic of Kosovo and the Government develops the security strategy for the Republic of
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Kosovo. The Security Council of the Republic of Kosovo shall have an advisory role on all
matters relating to security in the Republic of Kosovo.

2. The Security Council of the Republic of Kosovo shall be chaired by the Prime Minister
with the support of the Government, except during a State of Emergency as provided by
this Constitution.

3. The President of the Republic of Kosovo may require meetings of the Security Council of
the Republic of Kosovo and the Council is obliged to coordinate its work closely with the
President. The Security Council of the Republic of Kosovo shall closely cooperate with
international authorities.

4. Members of the Security Council of the Republic of Ko
dismissed in a manner provided for by law.

o shall be appointed and

Article 128  [Kosovo Police]

1. The Police of the Republic of Kosovo are r:
and safety throughout the territory of the Republi

2. The Police shall be professional a i rsity of the population of the
Republic of Kosovo.

: of Kosovo shall be responsible for border control authority in
direct coopera ith international authorities.

Article 129  [Kosovo Intelligence Agency]

1. The Kosovo Intelligence Agency shall monitor threats to security in the Republic of
Kosovo.

2. The Kosovo Intelligence Agency shall be professional, non-political, multi-ethnic and
shall be subject to Assembly oversight in a manner provided by law.

3. The President of the Republic of Kosovo and the Prime Minister, upon consultation with
the Government, shall jointly appoint the Director, Deputy Director and Inspector General
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4.

of Kosovo Intelligence Agency. Qualifications and terms of office shall be determined by
law.

The President of the Republic of Kosovo and the Prime Minister shall receive the same
intelligence information.

Article 130 [Civilian Aviation Authority]

1.

Article 131  [State of Emergency]

1.

. The Civilian Aviation Authority shall fully cooperate with

The Civilian Aviation Authority of the Republic of Kosovo shall regulate civilian aviation
activities in the Republic of Kosovo and shall be a provider of air navigation services as
provided by law.

nt international and local
authorities as provided by law.

The President of the Republic of Kosovo may hen:

Kosovo;

During the Sta itution. of the Republic of Kosovo shall not be

ergency, the law on elections of the Assembly
hanged. Further principles for the actions of the public

eed for emergency defense measures, the President of the

shall declare a state of emergency upon consultation with the
Government. In aring the State of Emergency the President of the Republic of
Kosovo shall immediately issue a decree setting forth the nature of the threat and any
limitations on rights and freedoms. Within forty eight (48) hours, the Assembly may
provide its consent by two thirds (2/3) vote of the members present and voting. If consent
is not provided, the President’s decree shall have no force or effect.

When there exists a danger to the constitutional order and to the public safety in the
Republic of Kosovo or there exists a natural disaster in all or part of the territory of the
Republic of Kosovo, the President of the Republic of Kosovo may declare a State of
Emergency upon consultation with the Government. In declaring the State of Emergency
the President of the Republic of Kosovo shall immediately issue a decree setting forth the
nature of the emergency and any limitations on rights and freedoms. Within forty eight
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(48) hours, the Assembly may provide its consent by a majority vote of the members
present and voting. If consent is not provided, the President’s decree shall have no force
or effect.

5. A State of Emergency shall last only as long as the danger continues and may last no
longer than a period of sixty (60) days. With the consent of a majority vote of the
members of the Assembly present and voting, the State of Emergency may be extended if
necessary for successive periods of thirty (30) days up to a total of ninety (90) additional
days.

6. The Assembly may place such limitations on the duration and extent of the State of
Emergency as deemed necessary. When the President determi at the danger to the
Republic of Kosovo is of an extraordinary nature, the embly may authorize an
extension of the State of Emergency beyond the one fifty (150) days, only if
adopted by two thirds (2/3) vote of all members of the

8. The Security Council of the Republic of Kosovo, during the State of Emergency,
shall exercise executive function ited to those functions which
specifically relate to the State of E : f Emergency the Security
Council of the Republic of Kosovo shall be chai ident of the Republic of
Kosovo, as provided by law. During tf ( ] the Security Council of the
Republic of Kosovo sha 3 i overnment, the Assembly and
international authori

9. The law shall de andmanner of compensation for any losses
resulting from the li S osed during a State of Emergency.
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Chapter XIlI Independent Institutions

Article 132  [Role and Competencies of the Ombudsperson]

1. The Ombudsperson monitors, defends and protects the rights and freedoms of individuals
from unlawful or improper acts or failures to act of non-judicial public authorities.

2. The Ombudsperson independently exercises her/his duty and does not accept any
instructions or intrusions from the organs, institutions or other authorities exercising state
authority in the Republic of Kosovo.

3. Every organ, institution or other authority exercising le
Kosovo is bound to respond to the requests of the
requested documentation and information.

wer in the Republic of
and shall submit all

Article 133  [Office of Ombudsperson]

2. The Ombudsperson has one (1) or more r, method of selection and
mandate are determined by the La . At least one (1) Deputy
Ombudsperson shall be-am N-majori ymmunities.

ic of Kosovo, who has a university degree, high moral and
honest cha ed experience and knowledge in the area of human rights and

freedoms, is e
party, exercise any political, state or professional private activity, or participate in the
managing bodies of civil, economic or trade organizations.

4. The Ombudsperson shall be immune from prosecution, civil lawsuit and dismissal for
actions or decisions that are within the scope of responsibilities of the Ombudsperson.

5. The Ombudsperson may be dismissed only upon the request of more than one third (1/3)

of all the members of the Assembly and upon a vote of two thirds (2/3) majority of all its
members.
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Article 135 [Ombudsperson Reporting]

1. The Ombudsperson shall submit an annual report to the Assembly of the Republic of
Kosovo.

2. Upon request of the Assembly, the Ombudsperson is required to submit interim or other
reports to the Assembly. Upon the request of the Ombudsperson, the Assembly shall
permit the Ombudsperson to be heard.

3. The Ombudsperson is eligible to make recommendations and propose actions when
violations of human rights and freedoms by the public administration and other state
authorities are observed.

4. The Ombudsperson may refer matters to the Constitutio in accordance with the

provisions of this Constitution.

Article 136  [Auditor-General of Kosovo]

1. The Auditor-General of the Republic of Kosovo i est institution of economic and

financial control.

2. Organization, operation and compe
Kosovo shall be determined by the Co

(1) the economic-activity of state institutions and other state legal persons;
(2) the use and safeguarding of state funds by central and local authorities;
(3) the economic activity of legal persons, more than half of the shares of which are

owned by the state or the loans, credits and liabilities of which are guaranteed by the
state.
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Article 138  [Reports of the Auditor-General of Kosovo]

1. The Auditor-General of the Republic of Kosovo addresses the Assembly:
(1) to report on the execution of the state budget;

(2) to give an opinion on the report of the Government on the expenditures of the
previous fiscal year before it is adopted by the Assembly;

(3) to inform the Assembly on the conclusions of the audits w

2. The Auditor-General of the Republic of Kosovo submits
of the office to the Assembly.

| report on the activities

Article 139  [Central Election Commission]

1. The Central Election Commission is a perma
directs, and verifies all activities related to the pr
announces their results.

hich prepares, supervises,
of elections and referenda and

Election Commission, who is appointed b : : e Republic of Kosovo from
among the judges of the

largest parliamentary groups represented in
eats. If fewer groups are represented in

1. The Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo is an independent institution which reports to
the Assembly of Kosovo.

2. The Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo exercises its competencies and powers in
accordance with this Constitution and other applicable legislative instruments.

3. The primary objective and exclusive competency of the Central Bank of the Republic of
Kosovo is to promote the soundness, solvency, and efficient functioning of a market-based
financial system by supervising financial institutions and encouraging the development of
safe financial instruments and, without prejudice to its primary objective, support the
general economic policies in Kosovo aiming at contributing to the efficient allocation of
resources in accordance with the principles of an open market economy.
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4. The Governor of the Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo will serve as the Chief
Executive Officer.

5. The governance of the Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo and the selection and
nomination procedures of the Central Bank Board members shall be regulated by law.

Article 141  [Independent Media Commission]

1. The Independent Media Commission is an independent body, which regulates the Range
of Broadcasting Frequencies in the Republic of Kosovo, iss icences to public and
private broadcasters, establishes and implements broadcasti olicies and exercises other
competencies as set forth by law.

2. The members of the Independent Media Commissi
process in accordance with the law.

d in a transparent

Article 142  [Independent Agencies]

of Kosovo a
regulate the

1. Independent agencies of the Repu
Assembly based on the respective law
competencies. Independent agencies exerc
other body or authority in the Republic o

stitutions established by the
ablishment, operation and
independently from any
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Chapter XIlI Final Provisions

Article 143  [Interpretation]

1. The Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo shall be interpreted in compliance with the
Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 March 2007. If there are
contradictions between the provisions of this Constitution and the provisions of the status
settlement, the latter shall prevail.

2. The Republic of Kosovo is committed to all the obli
Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, d
take the necessary actions for their implementation.

set forth by the
26 March 2007 and shall

Article 144  [Amendments]

1. The Government, the President or one fourth
Kosovo as set forth in the Rules of Procedure of mbly may propose changes and
amendments to this Constitution.

2. Any amendment shall require for it two thirds (2/3) of all
members of the Assembly including embers of the Assembly
holding reserved or guaranteed seats fo mmunities that are not in the
majority in the Republi

President of the A , erred the proposed amendment to the
nt that the proposed amendment does not
forth in Chapter Il of this Constitution.

4. er into force immediately after their adoption in the
Article 145 International Agreements and Applicable Legislation]
1. International agreements and other acts relating to international cooperation that are in

effect on the day this Constitution enters into force will continue to be respected until
such agreements or acts are superseded by new international agreements or acts covering
the same subject areas and adopted pursuant to this Constitution.

2. Legislation applicable on the date of the entry into force of this Constitution shall
continue to apply until repealed in accordance with this Constitution.
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Chapter X1V  Transitional Provisions

Article 146  [Limitation of Powers]

1. Until it has been determined that the Republic of Kosovo has fully implemented the
Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 March 2007, powers
granted to authorities in Kosovo under this Constitution shall be limited by the powers
granted by the Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 March
2007, to the international civilian presence in Kosovo, which shall be the final authority
regarding the interpretation of the Comprehensive Proposal for ovo Status Settlement,
dated 26 March 2007.

2. Until the end of the international supervision of the impl of the Comprehensive

vo public authorities

the full
dated 26

efficient implementation and comply wit
implementation of the Comprehensive Prop
March 2007.

ing

Article 147  [Authority of the Inter

The international civilian presence shall b g i rding the interpretation of
the Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo Sta it,-dated 26 March 2007, and its
interpretations as well as deci application of the Comprehensive
Proposal for Kosovo ement, dated 26 March 2007, shall be mandatory for all

Article 148 e Assembly of Kosovo]

For pon the adoption of the Constitution, the Assembly
of Kosov ats reserved for representation of Communities that are
not in the , as follows: Ten (10) seats shall be allocated to the parties,

representing the
Communities as follc e Roma community, one (1) seat; the Ashkali community, one (1)
seat; the Egyptian community, one (1) seat; and one (1) additional seat will be awarded to
either the Roma, the Ashkali or the Egyptian community with the highest overall votes; the
Bosniak community, three (3) seats; the Turkish community, two (2) seats; and the Gorani
community, one (1) seat. Any seats gained through elections shall be in addition to the ten
(10) reserved seats allocated to the Kosovo Serb Community and other Communities
respectively.

Article 149 [Initial Adoption of Laws of Vital Interest]
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 81 of this Constitution, the laws of vital interest
enumerated therein shall be initially adopted by the majority vote of the members of the
Assembly present and voting.

Article 150 [Appointment Process for Judges and Prosecutors]

1. The comprehensive, Kosovo-wide review of the suitability of all applicants for permanent
appointments, until the retirement age determined by law, as judges and public prosecutors
in Kosovo shall continue to be carried out in accordance with Administrative Direction
2006/18 and shall not be affected by the termination of the Nations Mission in
Kosovo (UNMIK)'s mandate or the entry into force of this C

2. All successful candidates who have been appoint
prosecutors by the Special Representative of the Se
Appointment Process shall continue to serve in
their appointment, or until such time as they ar

or reappointment as judges and p
which shall exercise final authority

part of the Appoi . linue to serve in their posts until the natural
expiration of their ime as they are dismissed in accordance
with law.

Until the e i : supervision of the implementation of the Comprehensive
Proposal fo ettlement, dated 26 March 2007, the Kosovo Judicial Council

1. Five (5) members
Prosecutorial Commission who have been vetted by the Independent Judicial and
Prosecutorial Commission as part of Phases 1 and 2 of the Appointment Process, in
accordance with Administrative Direction 2006/18. Of these five (5) members, one (1)
judge and one (1) prosecutor, randomly selected, shall serve on the Kosovo Judicial
Council until the natural expiration of their existing mandates, at which time they shall be
replaced by one (1) judge and one (1) prosecutor vetted by the Independent Judicial and
Prosecutorial Commission and elected by their peers following methods intended to ensure
the widest representation of the judiciary and prosecutorial service. The remaining two (2)
judges and one (1) prosecutor, from among the five Kosovan Independent Judicial and
Prosecutorial Commission members, shall serve on the Kosovo Judicial Council for an
additional one (1) year term after the natural expiration of their existing mandates, at
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which time they shall be replaced by the same procedure as their former Independent
Judicial and Prosecutorial Commission colleagues. In the event that an entity responsible
for matters related to the appointment, disciplining and dismissal of prosecutors were
established, all five remaining members of the Kosovo Judicial Council shall be judges.

2. The remaining eight (8) members of the Council shall be elected by the Assembly of
Kosovo as set forth by the Constitution except that two (2) out of four (4) members
holding seats attributed during the general distribution of seats shall be international
members, one of whom shall be a judge, selected by the international civilian presence on
the proposal of the European Security and Defense Policy Mission.

Article 152  [Temporary Composition of the Constitution

Until the end of the international supervision of the imp f the Comprehensive
Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 Mar itutional Court shall
be composed as follows:

1. Six (6) out of nine (9) judges shall be a i epublic of
Kosovo on the proposal of the Assembly.

years, two (2) judges shall serve fo g ix (6) years, and two (2)
j i andates of initial period

of Assembly prese : all.be elected by majority of the members of
the Assembly presen ] in i 2 consent of the majority of the members of
the Ass i c rvee uaranteed for representatives of Communities

ion with the President of the European Court of Human
ernational judges shall not be citizens of Kosovo or any

5. The international
judges expire and

ian presence shall determine when the mandates of the international
e judges shall be replaced as set forth by the Constitution.

Article 153  [International Military Presence]

1. The International Military Presence, which operates under the authority of NATO, shall
be responsible for providing a safe and secure environment throughout the Republic of
Kosovo.

2. The International Military Presence shall have supervisory and executive authority over
the Kosovo Security Force.
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3. The Republic of Kosovo, in cooperation with the international authorities established to
ensure effective and efficient implementation of the Comprehensive Proposal for Kosovo
Status Settlement, dated 26 March 2007, shall develop a plan for full transfer over time of
security responsibilities to Kosovo institutions.

4. The International Military Presence shall have the right to re-establish military control
over the airspace of the Republic of Kosovo and the Civil Aviation Authority of the
Republic of Kosovo shall fully cooperate with the International Military Presence.

Article 154  [Kosovo Protection Corps]

The Kosovo Protection Corps shall be disbanded within one
Constitution. Until such disbandment, the International
with the international civilian presence and the Republi
authority over the Kosovo Protection Corps a
disbandment.

r entry into force of this
ence, in consultation
exercise executive
chedule of its

Article 155 [Citizenship]

1. All legal residents of the Republic @ e of the adoption of this
Constitution have the right to citizensl

via W of Kosovo on 1 January 1998 and
their direct descenda ip of the Republic of Kosovo, regardless of
itizenship they may hold.

Article
The'Rep and facilitate the safe and dignified return of refugees
and intern s and assist them in recovering their property and possession.

Article 157  [Auc General of Kosovo]

Until the end of the ‘international supervision of the implementation of the Comprehensive
Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 March 2007, the Auditor-General of the
Republic of Kosovo shall be an international appointed by the international civilian presence.

Article 158 [Central Banking Authority]

Until the end of the international supervision of the implementation of the Comprehensive
Proposal for Kosovo Status Settlement, dated 26 March 2007, the Governor of the Central
Bank of the Republic of Kosovo shall be appointed by the President of the Republic of
Kosovo following consent by the international civilian presence.
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Article 159  [Privatization of Socially Owned Enterprises]

All socially owned enterprises shall be privatized without delay in accordance with the law.

Article 160 [Transition of Institutions]

Except where the Constitution provides a different transition, all powers, responsibilities and
obligations of the institutions foreseen by this Constitution are immediately vested in those
institutions on the day of entry into force of this Constitution. The mandate of each
institution as established prior to the entry into force of this Constitution remains intact and
unchanged until its natural expiration or the next elections.
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